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SUBJECT: CALLAGHAN - VORSTER TALKS 

1. UK HICOM MILES TOLD US THAT THREE-HOUR CALLAGHAN- VORSTER 
TALKS IN PORT ELIZABETH HAD BEEN PRIENDLY AND GONE AS WELL AS COULD 
BE EXPECTED GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES. TALKS HAD REVEALED DIFPERENCES 
IN PERCEPTION BETWEEN ZAMBIANS AND SOUTH AFRICANS ON ROLE BRITISH 
SHOULD PLAY. WHEREAS ZAMBIANS ARE URGING HMG TO CALL CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONFERENCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, VORSTER BELIEVES THAT 
BRITISH SHOULD NOT INTERVENE AT THIS POINT BUT ALLOW BLACK AND 
WHITE RHODESIANS SOME TIME TO BECOME MORE FAMILIAR WITH EACH 
OTHER. VORSTER DID NOT RULE OUT BRITISH-CHAIRED CONSTITUTIONAL 
CONPERENCE AT LATER DATE IF BOTH RHODESIAN SIDES DESIRE IT BUT 
PELT THAT POR MEANTIME RHODESIANS SHOULD BE TALKING AMONG THEM- 
SELVES WITHOUT OUTSIDEPRESENCE. MILES SAID THAT CALLAGHAN 
HAS COMMUNICATED WITH ZAMBIAN PONMIN MWAANGA WHO NOW UNDER- 
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so CLOSE AS ZAMBIANS APPARENTLY THOUGHT THEY WERE. 

2. MILES SAID THAT INASMUCH AS ZAMBIANS ARE CONTINUING TO URGE 
UK TO CALL CONSTITUTIONAL CONEERENCE, BRITISH WILL NOW HAVE TO 
REVIEW SITUATION BEFORE DETERMINING WHAT THEIR NEXT STEP CAN 
BE. 

3. DESPITE THIS DEVELOPMENT, ZAMBIAN PRESS TODAY CARRIED 
(ALTHOUGH WITHOUT EDITORIAL COMMENT) REUTERS DESPATCHES WHICH 
ALLEGE THAT CALLAGHAN WILL SOON ANNOUNCE HIS WILLINGNESS TO 
CALL ACONSTITUTIONAL CONEERENCE AND THAT HE IS IN TANZANIA 

TO DISCUSS WITH NYERERE AND MALECELA INTER ALIA THE TIMING 
AND STAGING EOR SUCH CONEERENCE. 

4. COMMENT: JUDGING EROM WHAT MILES TOLD US, CALLAGHAN - VORSTER 
TALKS HAVE NOT BROUGHT CONSTITUTIONAL CONEERENCE ANY CLOSER TO 
REALIZATION. BRITISH HAVE BEEN SAYING TO US THAT THEY CONSIDER 

ZAMBIANS ARE BEING TOO OPTIMISTIC ABOUT POSSIBILITIES EOR EARLY 
CONVENTIION OE SUCCESSEUL CONSTITUTIONAL CONEERENCE AND IT NOW 
APPEARS EVIDENT THAT ZAMBIANS HAVE MISJUDGED VORSTER'S READINESS 
TO PRESS SMITH AGAINST HIS WILL INTO ATTENDING SUCH TALKS. 

WHILE ZAMBIANS NOW KNOW THEY HAVE NEED TO CLARITY EURTHER SOUTH 
AERICA'S POSITION ON THE STEPS TOWARD CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE IN 
RHODESIA, THEY MAY ALSO EEEL THEY MUST CONTINUE TO KEEP UP 
PRESSURE ON UK TO CALL CONSTITUTIONAL CONEERENCE ANYWAY. 
ZAMBIANS PROBABLY CONSIDER THAT IE BRITISH DELAY CALLING 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE, SMITH WILL CONTINUE TO EVADE ENTERING 
INTO MEANINGEUL TALKS WITH ANC AND PRESENT MOMENTUM TOWARD 
CHANGE IN SOUTHERN AERICA WOULD SLACKEN. THIS IN TURN WOULD 
LIKELY LEAD TO RESUMPTION BY LIBERATION MOVEMENTS OE ARMED 
STRUGGLE INSIDE RHODESIA AND BREAKDOWN OE ZAMBIAN HOPES EOR 
EARLY PEACEEUL SETTLEMENT. 
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